
MATH 316: History of Math Ticket 19: Section 8.1

1. Read Section 8.1 and answer the questions below.

2. Describe Galileo Galilei’s Dialogue Concerning the Two Chief World Systems. (Hereafter
called Dialogue. When was it published? What was it about? What was its impact?

3. Return to the bottom of page 345 - 346. List three “firsts” in modern algebraic notation.
State the notation, the name of the inventor, the text in which it appeared and the date. For
example, in 1557, Robert Recorde published The Whetstone of Witte introducing the symbol
= (thought it was somewhat longer!).

4. Return to the bottom of page 347 and describe the advance in algebraic notation attributed
to Francois Vieta and Rene Descartes. Include approximate dates.

5. What was the substance of Simon Stevins The Tenth and approximately when was it pub-
lished?

6. Provided approximate dates for Nicolas Copernicus, Johannes Kepler, and Tycho Brache
and a short summary of their contributions to astronomy.
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